FRANKLIN COUNTY

Where History, Adventure, and Community Come Together

Located along Indiana’s eastern border, Franklin
County is a place where rich history, outdoor
adventure, and small-town charm come together
to create a community full of character and
connection. From the scenic beauty of Brookville
Lake and the Whitewater River to historic
churches, canal towns, and local attractions,
Franklin County offers something for visitors and
residents alike to experience and enjoy.

Established in 1811 and named after Benjamin
Franklin, the county has deep historical roots that
continue to shape the area today. Some of the
county’s earliest settlers helped establish Little
Cedar Grove Baptist Church near Brookville in the
early 1800s. The church remains one of Indiana’s
oldest church buildings still standing on its original
foundation and serves as an important reminder of
the county’s early history and pioneer spirit.

Franklin County is also known for its connection

to Indiana leadership and government. Governors
James B. Ray, Noah Noble, and David Wallace —
often referred to as the “Brookville Triumvirate” —
all lived in Brookville and served consecutive terms
as Governor of Indiana. Their legacy remains an
important part of the county’s story.

Today, Franklin County continues to balance

its historical significance with opportunities for
recreation, tourism, and community growth.
Outdoor recreation plays a major role in the
area’s identity, with Brookville Lake and the
Whitewater River attracting visitors for boating,
fishing, canoeing, kayaking, hiking, and camping
throughout the year. The county is known as an
outdoor recreation destination, offering activities
that allow families and visitors to experience the
natural beauty of southeastern Indiana.

The historic town of Metamora continues to draw
visitors with its canal-era charm, unique shops,
live entertainment, and local attractions. Guests
can explore the Whitewater Canal Trail, enjoy
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performances at the Metamora Opry Barn, visit
local art galleries and studios, or experience the
area’s history through museums and historic sites.

Franklin County also offers opportunities to slow
down and enjoy local restaurants, wineries,
breweries, festivals, and community events
throughout the year. In Brookville, the Designated
Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA) gives visitors
the opportunity to sip, stroll, and shop while
exploring the downtown area and supporting local
businesses.

“Franklin County is a place where outdoor
adventure, local history, and community pride
create experiences around every corner.”

Like many rural communities across southeastern
Indiana, Franklin County continues to grow while
maintaining the strong community values and
welcoming atmosphere that make it special. From
scenic river views and recreational opportunities
to historic landmarks and hometown businesses,
the county remains a place where residents and
visitors alike can feel connected to both the past
and the future.
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