OUTDOOR ELECTRICAL SAFETY:

Working Safely Around Power Lines

As warmer weather arrives in
Southeastern Indiana, many
members are spending more time
outdoors taking on yard work,
home improvement projects, and
seasonal maintenance. While
spring is a great time to refresh
your property, it is also important
to keep electrical safety in mind—
especially when working near
power lines.

At Southeastern Indiana REMC,
the safety of our members, our
employees, and the communities
we serve is always a top priority.
Providing reliable service you
can count on starts with a safe
and well-maintained electric system, and that is
something we all play a role in protecting.

Overhead power lines can be easy to overlook
during everyday tasks like trimming trees, using
ladders, or operating equipment. However, coming
into contact with a power line or getting too close
can result in serious injury or even death. Taking

a few simple precautions can help you stay safe
while working outdoors.

Before starting any project, take a moment to look
up and be aware of your surroundings. Always
keep yourself, your tools, and any materials at least
10 feet away from overhead power lines. Ladders,
long-handled tools, and large equipment can easily
reach dangerous distances without you realizing it.
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Spring is also a popular time for
planting trees and landscaping.
Choosing the right location for
new trees is important not only
for safety, but also for maintaining
reliable electric service. Trees
that grow too close to power lines
can interfere with equipment and
lead to outages during storms

or high winds. Planning ahead
helps protect your property while
also supporting a stronger, more
reliable electric system for the
entire community.

If your project involves digging,
always contact 811 before you
begin. Underground utility lines
may not be visible, and having them properly
marked helps prevent damage and keeps you and
your neighbors safe.

Reliability is something our members count on
every day, and maintaining that reliability takes a
shared effort. By staying aware and taking simple
precautions while working outdoors, you help
prevent outages, reduce hazards, and support the
safe delivery of power across our service area.

This spring, take a few extra moments to plan
ahead, stay aware, and work safely around
electricity. Together, we can help ensure a safer
community and a reliable electric system for
everyone.
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