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Spring is the perfect time to reset, refresh and 
prepare your home for the busy months ahead. 
A few intentional projects now can help you stay 
safe, save energy and protect your investment all 
year long. Here are several easy, co-op friendly 
DIY ideas to tackle this season. 

1. Refresh Your Exterior Lighting
Longer days are coming, but outdoor lighting still 
plays a key role in safety and curb appeal.

Try this:
	■ Replace outdated bulbs with energy-efficient 

LED bulbs.
	■ Install motion-sensor lights near garages and 

back doors.
	■ Add solar pathway lights for a welcoming 

glow.
	■ Remove and clean fixture covers to improve 

brightness.

Co-op tip: LEDs use significantly less energy and 
last much longer than traditional bulbs – saving 
you time and money.

2. Seal the Gaps
Winter can take a toll on seals around doors 
and windows. Small cracks allow air to escape, 
making your heating and cooling system work 
harder.

What to check:
	■ Cracked or peeling caulk around windows
	■ Worn weatherstripping on doors
	■ Gaps around utility penetrations
	■ Door thresholds that no longer seal tightly

A $10 tube of caulk can help prevent higher 
energy bills this summer.

3. Clean and Prep Outdoor Equipment
Before temperatures climb, give your equipment a 
little attention.

Add these to your checklist:
	■ Gently rinse off your outdoor A/C unit and 

clear debris around it (leave at least two feet 
of clearance).

	■ Replace HVAC filters
	■ Sharpen mower blades for a cleaner cut.
	■ Organize tools and extension cords to prevent 

tripping hazards.

A well-maintained A/C unit runs more efficiently 
and lasts longer.  

4. Plan with Purpose 

Spring is also about fresh starts. Take an hour to 
plan projects before summer schedules fill up.  

Ideas to consider:  
	■ Sketch out a vegetable or flower garden.
	■ Create a seasonal maintenance checklist.
	■ Declutter one space each week.
	■ Set energy-saving goals for the year.

Small, consistent efforts make a big difference 
over time.

Safety First
Before starting any project:

	■ Turn off power at the breaker when working 
near electrical components.

	■ Use ladders on stable, level ground.
	■ Wear protective gloves and eyewear.
	■ Keep cords and tools out of walkways.

When in doubt, call a qualified professional.

Spring prep doesn’t have to be overwhelming.
A few bright ideas – and a little elbow grease – 
can make your home safer, more efficient and 
ready for the season ahead.  
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