OHIO COUNTY

Small in Size, Strong in Community

Located along the banks of the Ohio River in
southeastern Indiana, Ohio County may be the
smallest county in the state, but it offers a rich
blend of history, natural beauty, and close-knit
community spirit. With scenic river views and a
welcoming hometown feel, the county reflects the
values that help rural communities thrive.

Established in 1844, Ohio County was named
after the river that has long played a central role

in its development. Rising Sun, the county seat,
became an important stop along the Ohio River for
early travelers and trade, with flatboats frequently
passing through in the 1800s. Today, that riverfront
heritage remains an important part of the county’s
identity.

“Ohio County’s story is one of connection—
shaped by the river, strengthened by community,
and carried forward through generations.”

Rising Sun continues to serve as the heart of the
county, offering a mix of historic charm and modern
amenities. Local landmarks such as the Ohio
County Historical Museum and the Southeastern
Indiana Veterans Museum help preserve the area’s
history, while community events and festivals bring
residents together throughout the year.

Outdoor recreation is a highlight of the area,

with opportunities to explore both nature and
community spaces. The Red Wolf Sanctuary

and Raptor Rehabilitation Center provides a
unique experience focused on conservation and
education, while local parks throughout Ohio
County offer places for residents to stay active and
connected.

The City of Rising Sun maintains several parks and
recreational areas that support outdoor activities,
from walking trails and playgrounds to sports

fields and gathering spaces. Denver Siekman
Park, one of the county’s largest parks, provides
space for both recreation and community events,
while additional parks throughout the area offer
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opportunities for families to enjoy the outdoors.

For those looking to take in the beauty of the Ohio
River, Rising Sun Riverfront Park offers scenic
views and a welcoming space for the community to
gather. With walking paths, picnic areas, and the
Bicentennial Walkway highlighting local history, the
park serves as both a place to relax and a hub for
events like the annual Navy Bean Festival.

In addition to its natural and historical attractions,
Ohio County continues to support local growth
through tourism, small businesses, and community
engagement. Destinations like the Rising Star
Casino Resort and local shops and restaurants
contribute to the area’s economy while maintaining
its small-town character.

Reliable utilities and modern technology continue
to support the county’s progress. Access to
dependable electricity and expanding fiber internet
service is helping residents stay connected,
businesses operate efficiently, and students
access important resources from home.

Like many rural communities, Ohio County
balances its strong sense of tradition with
opportunities for the future. With its riverfront roots,
community pride, and commitment to progress, the
county remains a place where neighbors support
one another and work together to build a strong
and vibrant community.

Sources: Visit Indiana; Ohio County Tourism; Ohio County Historical Society & Museum; City of Rising Sun





